B
etween 2010 and 2014, 50,000 to 58,000 qualified applicants annually were denied admissions to entry-level baccalaureate nursing programs (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2015) . At the same time, various predictions of impending nursing shortages loomed. Preparation of a nursing workforce that aligns with the health care needs of society requires a variety of program options to meet the varied needs of today's students. The National League for Nursing (2014) reported that 710 prelicensure BSN programs existed in 2014. Of the 710 prelicensure BSN programs, it is unclear how many are for-profit. Although the vast number of RNs are prepared in traditional public and not-forprofit nursing programs, we believe that high-quality for-profit nursing education institutions can and do play a vital role in helping meet the need to graduate exceptional nurses who practice with high standards and deliver outstanding care.
Negative perceptions about the forprofit sector have increased in the past 5 years, primarily as a result of the closure of several large for-profit institutions that were alleged to have engaged in improprieties. Unfortunately, the actions of these few schools and the media attention that ensued have negatively affected the general perception about the entire forprofit sector, including the schools providing quality programs. We suggest that most for-profit educational institutions operate with a high degree of responsibility and accountability and offer an excellent option for many students.
For-profit institutions evolved as institutions of choice for some students because these institutions more easily adapted structures and content delivery methods to facilitate nontraditional adult students (Bellin, 2013) . Some of the benefits nursing students experience while attending for-profit colleges include lack of wait lists and lottery-style admissions that are pervasive among nursing schools in many areas; more opportunities to take courses in a corequisite rather than prerequisite format to promote integrated learning; more flexibility in program planning; and smaller class sizes and campuses that are easier to navigate (Allnurses.com, 2012).
For-profit educational institutions have successfully fulfilled the mission of creating greater access to a college education for a larger number of people, especially those who might not have a broad array of options (McCluskey, 2014) . Nevertheless, that mission does not mean any student is enrolled-a common myth about the sector. Most for-profit sector schools are accredited (U.S. Department of Education, 2012); therefore, the same academic and professional standards and requirements apply to for-profit schools as to public and nonprofit schools. All are responsible for ensuring that they are graduating safe, knowledgeable, and competent nurses.
Most for-profit schools invest significantly in resources and staff to provide financial counseling and advisement to ensure that potential students understand the cost and appreciate the influence of course work on their ability to balance other priorities, including work while attending school. For-profit institutions are required by the U.S. Department of Education to provide full disclosure to prospective students on the education they are receiving and what they are paying for. Our personal experience at Chamberlain College of Nursing is that many students are going to nursing school to change their lives and the lives of their families, yet they have to balance the need to earn a living and care for children with their desire to become a nurse. Yet, many of these people with significant life challenges are bright, capable, caring people who will make extraordinary nurses. Armed with this insight, we launched a cultural transformation initiative called Chamberlain Care that addresses the challenges these students face by providing risk assessments that serve as the basis for developing individualized and cohort academic support services. These assessments cover both academic and nonacademic factors that allow us to gauge advisement resources to address life challenges, as well as free tutoring and robust academic support through oncampus centers fully staffed for academic success.
Our primary message is that a nursing school cannot and should not be judged by how it files its tax return. All schools in a sector cannot be painted by the same brush. Prospective nursing students need to conduct thorough research to find a school that offers them what they seek in terms of quality, value, and services. Students and faculty should ask the following questions: What is the program's average student loan debt and student loan default rate?
Most for-profit sector educational institutions operate with a high degree of responsibility for achieving and going beyond regulatory and accreditation standards of quality education. Likewise, they hold themselves accountable and are accountable to their investors and society for achieving the educational outcomes congruent with their mission and purpose. The faculty and students of nursing programs housed in these institutions reap the benefits in quality and value as a result of this degree of accountability. In so doing, they share a common good with the best of all sectors of nursing education and with the society in which they thrive-a public concern for advancing the quality of nursing education for those with potential to be successful and a willingness to provide transparency and accountability in this endeavor.
